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in two years much can be forgotten. The argu-
ments are good ones and there is no Pecksniffery
about them. All this pressure, acting on his own
very natural anger and disappointment, induced
Gladstone to " write " his letter to Morley. As it
seems widely held that the letter was a piece of
sanctimonious humbug, it had better, long as it
is, be quoted in full:
"MY DEAR MORLEYj
** Having arrived at a certain conclusion with regard to
the continuance at the present moment of Mr. ParnelTs
leadership of the Irish Party, I have seen Mr. McCarthy
on my arrival in town and have enquired from him whether
I was likely to receive from Mr. Parnell himself any com-
munication on the subject. Mr. McCarthy replied that he
was unable to give me any information on the subject. I
mentioned to him that hi 1882, after the terrible murder
in the Phoenix Park, Mr. Parnell, although totally removed
from any idea of responsibility, had spontaneously written
to me and offered to take the Chiltern Hundreds, an offer
much to his honour, but one which I thought it my duty
to decline.
" While clinging to the hope of a communication from
Mr. Parnell, to whomsoever addressed, I thought it neces-
sary viewing the arrangements for the commencement of
the session to-morrow to acquaint Mr. McCarthy with the
conclusion at which after using all the means of observa-
tion and reflection within my power I had myself arrived.
It was that notwithstanding the splendid services rendered
by Mr. Parnell to his country, his continuance at the pre-
sent moment in the leadership would be productive of con-
sequences disastrous in the highest degree to the cause of
Ireland. I think I may be warranted in asking you so far
to expand the conclusion I have given above as to add that
the continuance I speak of would not only place many
hearty and effective friends of the Irish cause in a posMos
of great embarrassment, but would render my retention of